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1% *we t 3©cuMttiT contains information affectinc the tiAtiow*t ccrcnst 
I Tji* 8ftf»tD STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE SSFlONACE ACT SO 
* - 9 , « v.. »« AMO ST. AS AMENDED. ITS IRAK5MISS10H Oft THE REVELATION 
or *T« CONIfENTH tft ANT MANNER TO AN U»A®THOffl«D FEftSOR IS MO- 
HuetHO St LAW. ftt PRODUCTION Of THIS FORI? ** FftOHlDiTSD. MOW- 

Sttft INFORMATION COHTA1NEO IN SOOT Of THE FORM MAT HS UTILIZED 
AS MEM 10 NEC ASSART BY THE fCCCIVINO AGEMC.V, 


THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION FOR THE RESEARCH 
USE OF TRAINED INTELLIGENCE; ANALYSTS 


SOURCE DOCUOJff.dtl 


OA LIBRARY 


The following i3 a translation of the leading articles of the issues of 
'Zb and 26 Aug 48* ir the Se u» £urcftor Teitung, Zurich, bt?it*»rlar4c 

"Owing to the international r&tuation, the general staff of the lied .rr.yr has 
accelerated its r. Hi t ary pr ipurations in the last few weeks*. These prepar- 
ations have been going on far some tine already'*, : otwitustaadin^ press - 
dispatches to the contrary, the center of gravity of these preventive 
measures is not located ir Eastern Germany; rather, wiey are centered In 
the area west of kiev„ ;,ork on the ring of defenses there has been 
advanced* The defense lirm, built deep into tile earth and conn»ct^d by 
barbed wire, runs frou .«ii.nitza through meruit scaev and gnitomir in the 
direction of novno, and ci ntinuoo to the ^altic v,ea in the A ,orth and the 
Carpathian mountains in tLo goutw * In the section between •„ innit x- and 
kovno the line is especial «y strongs 


“A large number of motorize 
concentrated in this area, 
military trains are locat. 
noticeable by their nmioo: 
seen everywhere » Often s.; 
depots for troops and mt 
were established in some . 

. , innit za-do vno lino „ ,at.oi 
This is located on a “ail: 
either in the eirection o: 
t..is point, tixe eristiig; » 
as barracks for an entire 
an important distribution 


d infantry divisions and armored uivi^ions ..re 
ana they receive reinforcements uuily«> . uhy 
d v.t the railroad tori, Inals in that are a. .,spuci.liy 
' are Lkemeurs of armored units; their uniThi as , .ay we 
nil villages and towns have been chosen t.* erv ; as 
"iala Depots of materiel, and distribut ion centers 
icalilies Which were located in. front of due 
g k.ese, kanenez-Poaolsk is eSi.ecially Luyortunto 
wary-geographic turntable" which can be turned 
h oland, Czechoslovakia or hunania, ac needed * X 
buildings ere increased so as to oe able to , cne 
arr.y • The flying field at Lemberg in Poland is 
canter for the hussian air force„ 


3a “in order to be fully inarmed ..bout tne hussian plans concerning l,.ad *gr* 

several innovations arc ;>f great importance® The general staff ordered tner. 
since 1945 and since then they have been followed out in the greatest 
possible degree „ one of the most important of these innovations is a very 
extensive switch from the vifle to the aub-mcaine gun for infantry, extend- 
ing through industrial production cs well as the mass education of infantry 
in its use* A truly giga wic program of mase-pr oduc t i on of sub-mac. dne 
has been well started; th:w program covers the demand, and the production 
of barrels is 15-20^ ahea. of demand; accordingly, in the yards of factories 
whole mountains of surplus memorial may be seen® The sub-mcaine - on is 
simple in construction, s; over,, infantryman may be able to use it« further- 
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core, it is vor w ix;parvious to extreme cold ^nd uirtc. ui course, every passion 
ccqpany vi 11 retain a squao of snipers ~.£in^ tne rifle, but ..last# uwu of sub- 
vfichine guns xoproLonts on innovation* 

4* “In the ^cavy-ar. & c- wCgor; , cenve.iiional artillery ic partly w ;ivin u„ to ouch 
innovations . k the mortar, Conventional artillery, first is available in generous 
amounts, secondly no possible innovations c^n be thought or ay ore, ^r*o thirdly 
it is more enponeivo in use and production toon ic the . .ortor, neeao . .ore and 
stronger aeons of transportation, and ic leas easily concealed aii , ttv-clr* 

A full-scale development program for , .ortars Ii^s been begun in the factories* 

For all practical intents and purposes, since ,ay of 1945, uusoion factories 
have only constructed , x>rt or o, anti-tank and aircraft time, ^uns for use in 
tanks , and rocket guns* The ..us cions are b tiding rockofc launchers in tne 
follovdng calibers: 32, jXl, 120 ,*i, os toll .„s 130 to 200nui* shooting tactics 
of those launchers ic of the shotgun t f . po, tiut is to say, massed flight* of 
rocket over a flat trajectory * 

5c f ‘Concerning motorization, the tendency has been to b.ild no coi. plicated equipment, 
but rather tc concentrate on simple products - “Fool-proof j.^iteriel, usable 
even by grandi .others' 1 , as an officer of the husaian General staff expressed it 
lately* The products of the Hussion automobile industry ore basically simple 
and partly, especially in view of hussion terrain conditions, .More callable of 
long life than ore tne . picric an trucks and jeeps delivered under land-lease a 
?iie tractor industry delivers solely tractors with caterpillar treads, and 
none whatever vith ; heels, so tout sufficient tractors for heavy weapons may 
be iiud® 

6* ‘‘Development is rapidly progressing in the field of the armored cars* Throe 

no;; ones have recently been built, supplai anting the nineteen others previously 
existing* The ;iost interesting is operating in lirovo, uhere special otj.ot 
plates aro produced o Two miles to tho south of Loninsk in the We©£ Siberia** 

Kuznez basin th^ro is located a ,.inc called “hovuja", a special type of coal 
is produced ana transported to kirivOo There it is subjected to cha.acfL 
analysis and then processed by special proces ses* jhe only place in nussia 
where this cool is found is in tho “kovaja 11 nine » it is a relatively email 
forwarding center, guarded by the army* .iLl happenings in . ovaja and irovo 
are guarded by a nouvy :;iilitary curtain of secrecy* Leninoic, a city of 20O,OCU 
inhabitants serving also as a deportation center for prisoners, has been 
completely changed by new buildia s coring the last three years • The flat Aritor 
..orks are vorkin^ around the clock in three shifts at Saratov on the Volga 
fiver* „ilso, a proving ground for armor is found at tiiat location* plant .,22 
ic located in in j epr opetrovak , to .it, on Gao banks of tho . Hxver between 
the city and tho suuarb called (jsl a pais factory is tooled for tiie production 
of smaller armored cars, of tank treads, as veil u 3 for repairs* ..uosia 
abandoned riveted tanks ixiedxutel^ ..ft^r tao border incidents with the Japanese 
in the 1930 * 0 ® It vac found that when a tank was ait, the rivets uad the 
sane effect on tiie cron of the tunic he had shell frajaenbs* In contrast with 
Gcr any, during the t* war kusciu coiiiplotely converted from cast to stamped 
ar;.,or plates; welding supplanted riveting* The Ha so ion steel 'works are un- 
surpassed in their tecuragues of lafcing sh;a*p corners in very tnick .JTi.or 
plates, a feat at u.ich tne wnole ;cr..uin steel industry worked during tiie war, 
but failed teg achieve* There are riauy things v.iich can be criticized about 
the Uusoiun collective econoipy, but at tais point it stands all scrutiry o 

7« “All innovations carnot conceal tne fact that i.ussia good not like to be 

constantly' uxp or inunt i ng; with nov; types in its armored corps* They ai‘e :iuch 
more occupied in -.^i-oving tneir old WiOdels* The “Jose h ^talin“ tonic, v;hose 
present tuird model .-sighs 70 tons, including fuel, m’.munitiwn ..uaa crew, is 
notning but on h.^'ovtn .ent on Gnu old war tonic, K.. 35* The simplicity of 
the hucsion taxiz is unquoationably adapted to tho mentality of tho crew® it 
is also in line with tuis sientolity tiiat the poief engineer of the autounion 
plants in Chemnitz, V'r iany, has oeen ordered to coi.iplcte his assignment 
dating from t*ie . or* This assignment was that in place of the former multi— 
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-ear differentials in tanks, a new differential be developed with automatic 
shifting* This "circular differential" is to be interchangeable with the 
differentials hitherto installed on tanks, since it is to be built with 
the sumo e: eternal measurement and is installed 1th tile same screws* This 
uould mean a great reduction of the duties of the tank driver, because 
hitherto a huge number of shifts wore present on most tanks; also, tank trainr- 
ing would be mode a great deal easier. Jowover* an obvious weakness in the 
armored program in constituted by transportution, because it is often observable 
that finished tonics often wtund around tho open factor yards for weeks* until 
they arc snipped away, rusty by that tiro# 

8« "The roal "Iron Curt ain " is not located along the bubock— Trieste line* bu rather 
west of the Ukranian capital Kiev.. Jon the defense? line v.est of Kiev be closed 
in case of offensives? T.ls can only bo understood conditio na l ly , that is* vlth 
strategic liaitationo. The original Russian plan by the general staff 
envisaged a fairly rapid loss of the European continent by the ..estorn po ors* 
v;ith the exception of the two "uruinkable aircraft carriers* England and jpain* 
and possibly southern It aly . The second phase as the uussians envisage it 
consists of a war of air destruction of the Russian industries; and finally* 
an offensive by tho stern allies turougn the Rear .jx st though ooutiiorn 
Russia, with North Africa as supply base; tnis would biing the Allies according 
to tile Russian view dangerously close to the defensive square of iRink— Turinfik*** 
otalinsk~btalinabad, necessitating in turn a collapse of the buropoon front 
of tho Hussions* On account of this* Russian attention was recently directed 
on the eastern Lediterrancan and the Near boat in first line* 

9* "The strong position of the jest in C^ecce, Turkey and Iran was a practical 
justification of the Russian analysis, and therefore the Russian military 
measures during the fighting for Northern Iran in 1946 wore much core 
extensive, than we had then at sumed. 

10* "aince some months ago, tho Russians havu b^en ascertaining that the astern 
European general staffs havo i.riod to bring tho nesitont .imericans to the 
point of deciding not to liberate burope once it has been occupied, but to de- 
fend it from tiie beginning, in their endeavor they ixave evidently found some 
measure of success* The Russians also are fairly . ell informed that the 
/uiorican preparation for .iir v.ar'in iybia and southern Germany transcends 
officially admitted limits, and they suspect the .,ar Department in .acaington 
for using tho Berlin crisis as a cover bcoinri w.dcii rilitar* ucacuros may 
better bo undertaken- Accordingly, they do not wish to start the war with 
tiie better military i.ten and equipment iwdch is being concentrated behind tho 
u innit za— duaburg line, taat iosans in the tliroe *.iilitary districts of Odessa* 
bimphori>ol and Bank at tais wonunt; rather thoy wish to start tweir work in 
Jest burope first with t.ioir eastern buropean catollitos in cooperation with 
their troop3 in basti rn Gcmany* ^sido from tho fact that the Russian 
m ili tary tradition hoc always been to use their worst troops first :jrui tauir 
best troops List, such a procedure would also offer the possibility to test 
the affect of mass-destruction weapons of the enemy against troops and trans- 
portation* The i.dlitury unit in ^astern Oerwiony are now approximately one- 
eleventh of the total Russian forces, and weir total loss v.ould be u bearable 
one* 


H # "Two amount of ^ulsians under arms is now approximately' four i dllions, divided 
into six army groups* There con so no question of a posed demobilisation* 
Probably Uic older soldiers have boon discharged, but in their stead v oungor 
ones have been drafted* In many villages there are only thirty men left with 
five to six hundred women* 

12* "Among the European sat^Lito orwioc, the Chechoslovakian arwy has been weakened 
through forced pensions and political deserters to such an extent , what it, 
as tno Yugoslav ..rqy,. has uad to be rumjvud from the mission plans. The con- 
flict between the Go, Inform and Tito, is of course* an o-ceoaingly serious ore «, 
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In order to bo ; oeure against nusslan surprises l'rua the area between 

Tomosvor and aubotica in the for, . of an attach v<±t.i its center of Gravity 
in jrua, since tao fifteenth of bun© transports vita *ruar and artillery 
leave jol ratio every nignt, taking the route through panecvo in tne 
Cdrobtioil of *,ov±cad* Dur ing the anytime, tao railroad cars go 

back to Belgrade# 

13# •tiowevor* the situation is tonso not only along the Yugoslav— Rur* iunia border , 
bat ru orts tell of heightened Yugoslav activity in tao {jroa of akoplje 
in tile direction of Yugoslavia* The Yugoslav »ps(y, divided into six 
armies -with command posts in Zagx*ob , Flume, fj.ovisad, Sarajevo, etc*, ovine 
old Skoda 105 obl cannons, in the field of infantry a good many Russian 
eub-caaoliinc guns and Genian rifloo* and in the field of armor old Russian 
5 V 34 tunics and oven oowe of the still older T 26* o* 1 .otorization, a 01 . ever, 
is relatively ood* There are plenty of aexm n trucks of five-ton 
capacity, further Czeca-okoda Cars and the tiiroe-ton tip© “Praha", built 
at tiio idzenz plants at uelgrodo* 

14* “The majority of the officers stationed in Russia is convinced of the 
necessity of war with the best* ^spec iall y tiio younger officers aro 
convinced of the outcome* however, the officers in Germany are very much 
more conservative in t.-eir cooisions* Especially the officors of junior 
and fluid grad© are very . juch more careful in taoir judgpsnt , and obey 
orders from higher quarters with a certain hesitation^ uiich hesitation 
signifies their thoughts over tiiuir personal future* as a natter of fact, 
the staff of two occupation any is iaich troubled about tho loosening of 
prolot arial discipline* ijspocially "painf el" .a© the fraternisation uiich 
occurred impulsively at tho end ef dune in iolish railroad terminals. At 
that time, Russian troops trains on their v<oy uome met trains bringing 
Go rman prisoners of war home* The Russians overwhelmed the prisoners 
tilth food and showed taoir feelings of friendship. The completely surprised 
Gondola did not know what was Happening to then* In connection wit.* the 
frequent denortions and other ^re-insurance measures” *is,Ve induced tae 
leaders of the Red ^rmy to accelerate 0 harried indiviuualc or© especially 
hard hit by this when they have to return to Russia (at vuich time they will 
take as .ueh as possible in tho way of clothes, silver* etc*, with them*! 
hon^iorried people are put into special schools, at t»w> completion of 
which they are reassigned to occupation duty* in tnuue schools they are 
made familial* with the bases of the German laiigUj-ge, a© i/ell no being 
tested on Milit ary attitude and ”anti-Capitoliut reliability©” 

15* M, fhe civilian population of Russia is relatively quiet iUid roa;.sured in tho 
face of tile international situation* The supply of civilian consumption 
goods, as well ^0 tho real income, have gone up sooevtoai since tiio Issue 
of the new ruble* It would bo foolish not to rocogaizo it; but as 
al'.ayc the principle of the oil' f oront iat ion of retard s for labor is 
valid also in tao Russian collective economy* 4 . ore cvtactly, it rests on the 
differing degrees of satisfaction of ;ian»* physical neoda* In tho larger 
factories there o^dst five different canteens, differentiated from labor 
to manager* The motor supplying the power of Russian exertion is the 
differentiated satisfaction of hung©".* 


- end - 
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